
5,000

1,998
were distributed to

families for their home
libraries.

CHILDREN'S
BOOKS

15
in Tennessee, plus 19

other states, are home to
the adults, children, and

families served by our
programs.

COUNTIES

were provided with
tools and resources to
help their children
become better readers.
 

600+PARENTS &
GUARDIANS

VOLUNTEERS 60
donated over 2,000 hours
of time to help our students
achieve their educational
goals. Special thanks to our
volunteers for finding
creative ways to work with
students during the COVID-
19 pandemic!
 

92%
directly supports our
programming and the
people we serve. Our
non-program expenses
include rent,
insurance, and
accounting services.
 

FUNDING

181
improved their literacy
and education through

our Adult Reading,
English Language

Learners, and HiSET Prep
programs.

ADULTS

2 0 2 0  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

404
and 805 children were

served in our Family
Literacy and Reading

Mentors programs.

FAMILIES

The mission of Friends of Literacy is to transform lives through literacy. 
Our programs help adults, children, and families gain the skills they need to achieve their goals.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US TRANSFORM THE
LIVES OF ADULTS, CHILDREN, AND FAMILIES IN

EAST TENNESSEE AND BEYOND.



Neither a pandemic nor her student’s lack of a computer could keep Judy
Rice from teaching Sarah to read.  Judy has multiple sclerosis and is

retired from teaching pre-school, kindergarten, special education, and
4th grade, so she knows about being flexible, creative, and persistent. 
 She and Sarah initially met face-to-face and got to know each other,

which made it easier for them to work together by phone when COVID
struck. Judy actually sees a benefit in meeting by phone: “Having only

sound forces you to pay attention more, to pick up nuances in words and
silence.”  Sarah did not know basic sounds of letters but has now

completed two steps in the Wilson Reading Program, which Judy has
supplemented with additional materials that she has found or created. 
 Judy was surprised by how long and how well Sarah managed without 
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A Story of Perseverance

 reading. “I admire people facing something difficult for them—people who have summoned up the
courage to learn to read after many years living without that advantage and having been dealt a rough

hand.”  Judy notes that many older students went through school when there weren't all the services we
have now.  Judy appreciates that being a tutor enriches her life. MS limits her ability to do some activities

she enjoys, but tutoring is something she can do, and it has provided her with purpose and structure
during the pandemic.  With Friends of Literacy’s programs to help students of all ages learn to read, Judy

says, “I’m so glad there is an organization like this!”
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We would also like to thank our community partners for

helping us transform lives in east Tennessee.
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The reviews are in. our Family Literacy

and Reading Mentors programs are a

hit!
"My favorite part is getting books
to read! My 8-year-old gets books
from the library, but he feels like a
king when he gets books to keep in

his home library.""This program is so amazing!
My kids look forward to getting

the books. I’ve seen a huge
improvement in their
enthusiasm to read!"

"The literacy practices for home are awesome. Allowing my 8-year-old to help set up his daily
schedule boosted his confidence and awareness of how to self-advocate. He’s asking to be

independent in more areas of his life. Also, his cozy spot for reading is decidedly right beside
mom. I love sneaking in some cuddle time."

"Love this
program!"

2020 was good, but we still have work to do.

Less than half of

Knox County

3rd graders read

on grade level.

The number of books in the home

and the amount of time spent

reading with parents directly

impact a child's reading scores.

Adults need support as well—for themselves and for

their children and community. Parental literacy has a

direct impact on the academic success of their

children. Literacy lifts up everyone in the family!


